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OFSTED Registration
Cost:
Cost of registration on the Voluntary Childcare 
Register is £105 per year. This now does not include 
an enhanced DBS check which must be paid for 
additionally at the cost of £50-£60.

The nanny is not required to complete another 
application, only payment is required.

Registration Criteria:
Ofsted have mandatory criteria for registration. 
The nanny must:

•	 Have Public Liability Insurance

•	 Hold a valid Paediatric First Aid certificate 
accredited by local authority. 

•	 Confirm	that	she	has	training	in	the	Common 
Core of Skills and Knowledge in Childcare and 
that she is suitable to work with children. 

•	 An up-to-date enhanced DBS check

Ensure prior to taking any course that it is Ofsted 
approved. Common Core Skills are taught as 
part of a NVQ Level 2 or equivalent childcare 
qualification.	If	nanny	doesn’t	have	any	formal	
childcare	qualifications,	she	can	complete	
Common Core Skills training. 

For details of localised training, contact Family 
Information Services on: 0800 234 6346 who will 
direct	you	to	a	regional	office	with	details	on	the	
timing, location and cost of Core Skills training. 

They will also be able to advise on local First Aid 
training courses if required.

Application Process:
The nanny can apply:
•	 via a postal form. Please contact  

enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk or call 0300 123 1231.

•	 entirely online via the Government Gateway. 
Visit www.online.ofsted.gov.uk/OfstedOnline.

Once Ofsted have received application and 
payment, they will write with details of how to 
obtain a DBS check through them. They will also 
begin other checks with Social Services and 
check	the	nanny	has	suitable	first	aid	training.

Once Ofsted have received the results from 
their checks with the DBS and Social Services 
and	verified	the	first	aid	training,	they	can	then	
sign the application off and issue the registration 
certificate.

How Long it Takes:
Allow up to 12 weeks. Ofsted must wait for the 
results from DBS and Social Services checks before 
signing off an application.

Ofsted Inspections:
10% of those registered on the vOCR are 
inspected. So the nanny must ensure that she has 
met the registration criteria at the time of applying 
or by the time her childcare employment starts.

* Registration and renewal costs correct as of June 2014.

QUICK FACTS
1. To register nannies need to have in 

place:
•	 Public Liability Insurance
•	 A	valid	Paediatric	First	Aid	certificate
•	 The Common Core Skills in Childcare
•	 An enhanced DBS check

2. Registration costs £105 and does not 
include the enhanced DBS check

3. Renewal also costs £105
4. Registration can take up to 12 weeks


